
Bosnia and Herzegovina: East to the west – west to the east 

 

Day 1.  

 

Upon arriving at Sarajevo airport and meeting your host/guide your tour can begin. When 

visiting Sarajevo, it is hard to decide what places to chose and what food to taste. Some 

of the most important sights that every tourist has to see are old town Bascarsia, bezistan 

– a covered market place with a history as long as a city, Gazi Husrev-beg mosque, Latin 

bridge, Jewish Quarter, Markale marketplace, Morica Han, War Tunnel museum, Bosna 

river spring, it is part of the national park and sight of lavish nature. 

 

 
 

After this grand Sarajevo tour, you will have time to relax and try food specialties, and at 

the end of the evening you will be taken to your accommodation. Sarajevo will offer you 

a rich platter of experiences that will make you feel at home. 

Sarajevo is a city that offers immersive atmosphere and variety of historical and cultural 

sights worth exploring. Rich oriental heritage intertwines with Austro-hungarian 

influences, but also has its own authentic soul. For all Balkan destinations Sarajevo is 

best representative of rich history and a monument to cultural exchange. The city was 

founded in the 15th century (around 1462.) by Isa-beg Ishaković, but first settlements in  

Sarajevo area date to younger stone age.  Already in 16th century city started to grow and 

became one of most important trading centers north of Thessaloniki. Caravans from far 

east made their stops at Sarajevo and city started to grow its economy. Soon after, first 

monumental islamic pieces of architecture were built. Amongst them, the most important 

is Gazi Husrev-beg mosque. It is not only building of historical importance, it is much 

more a sacral piece of Islamic contribution to enlightenment.  



 
 

In accordance with the spirit of its people Sarajevo becomes an open and welcoming city. 

Orthodox churches are being built and also catholic temples. Prosperity and growth were 

cut short for the first time in 1697. when Euge von Savoyen marched in Sarajevo with 

8000 men and set the city ablaze. After a long and turbulent period of rebuilding Sarajevo 

becomes capital of Ottoman province of Bosnia, and home to Sephardic Jews who were 

exiled from Spain – last piece of multicultural puzzle is set. The city gets its first 

synagogue. Even nowadays you can see mosque, orthodox, chatolic churches and 

synagogue in 100m radius. This makes Sarajevo unique city in Balkans, but also one of 

the few cities in the world with such a wide array of cultural influences. 

After departure of Ottomans from governing positions in Sarajevo city fell into Austro-

hungarian hands, and this marks a new era in its history. Oriental heritage was mixed 

with high European style and even today many marks of these influences are visible. 

Maybe best known episode in life of Sarajevo was the assasination of Franz Ferdinand on 

June 28th 1914. This event put in motion World War I and sent to death millions of 

people. Today it is still surrounded with conspiracy theories and rumors.  

End of the Great war brought a new age of Sarajevo, it became part of the Kingdom of 

Serbs, Croats and Slovenians but the governing regime in Belgrade neglected the 

development of the city. Sarajevo had to go through another war and become the part of 

the Yugoslavya to continue on the path of its tradition. Under Tito’s regime city became 

cultural and economic centre. Maybe the most important moment of its modern history 

was hosingt the 1984. winter Olympic games. 

Like nowhere in Yugoslavya music scene was flourishing in Sarajevo. From oriental 

inspired folk music to rock’n’roll every artist had its own place on the cultural scene. 

Film industry imortalised the city in 1972. Valter defends Sarajevo, a movie that follows 



the story of an undercover agent in Nazi occupied Sarajevo. The film is based on a true 

caracter Vladimir Perić (code name Valter) who was a national war hero. 

Latest turbulences in city life were in 1992. when Sarajevo and Bosnia declared its 

independence from Yugoslavya and the city was vicitim of a long siege that lasted almost 

four years. Today Sarajevo has recovered from war scars and again flourishes as a 

welcoming city that is as always east to the west and west to the east. 

 

 
  

  

Day 2. 

 

 

Upon leaving your hotel second day of tour begins with a visit to Bosna river spring next 

to Ilidza part of Sarajevo. This is one of most important nature landmarks of entire 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. You will get chance to ride in an open horse carriage and 

experience firsthand the amazing beauty of nature in close proximity to the urban zone. 

This visit also serves as an entry point for what you are about to experience moving 

towards Mostar – Bosnia and Herzegovina is not only an urban and cultural mixture of 

influences, its nature is also a mix of mediterranean and continental climate. 

 



                                 
 

A sight that shouldn't be missed is visit to Tito’s secret bunker. It is a monumental 

military building made as a top secret project during the Cold War and served as a shelter 

for 350 high ranking state officials in case of nuclear war. The bunker has more than 100 

rooms and it can support life of its inhabitants for six months without any supplies other 

than its own storage. You will be overwhelmed by the size and engineering of this 

complex and have unique chance to experience a part of history that ties Yugoslavia with 

Cold War crisis and worldwide fear of nuclear war. 

Moving forward to Mostar city, you will have chance to see how the terrain and nature 

change along the road. It is one of the most amazing traits of Bosnian and Herzegovina. 

Because of its unique position, it is both open to the continental climate as it is open to 

the Mediterranean climate influences. Mountains are crossed with beautiful rivers and 

green riverbanks, vegetation is lavish, tiny plains are hidden on the river banks. For many 

centuries local people were the most valued cattle traders. In accordance to the tradition, 

even today cattle from this part of Bosnia is highly valued product. One of the reasons for 

excellent taste of traditional meals containing both meat and milk products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Upon arriving at Mostar you will have a chance to see a Mediterranean style Ottoman 

city. Its rich history dates, same as Sarajevo, to 16th century when it became an important 

governing center for the Neretva river area. In 1566. The city gets its most important 

landmark – Old Bridge. It is monumental structure that connects two parts of the city and 

one of the wonders of Ottoman architecture. Its imposant stone arch towers over the 

Neretva river for centuries and reminds its citizens of a glorious past. Everything in 

Mostar is worth seeing! From its pedestrian zone to Neretva river itself, it is a fully 

immersive experience that will take you back in time. When you reach the pedestrian 

zone paved in stone and start walking towards centre you will find yourself in an old 

bazaar place full of workshops, and wide variety of products. Mostar craftsmen are well 

known for their skill in all trades, and its copper coffee sets are said to even be in Wiena 

court. 



 
 

Biševića corner will give you authentic Ottoman housing and living experience. It is a 

mint condition urban settlement from 16-17th century where you can see how would a 

Bosnian beg live with his family. Homes are colorful, rich in decorations, spacious and 

have Mediterranean characteristics.  

 

   



If you visit one of the many mosques in Mostar, you will be able to climb its minaret and 

have a beautiful view of the city. The city has been always a great inspiration to the artist 

it is a subject of many poems, and also one of the favorite sights for former Yugoslavia’s 

poets. 

When thinking of Mostar few things pop out in every mind, first of all its the Old Bridge 

and its long and turbulent history, then its amazing cuisine with a wide array of food 

choices, and last but not least, the Mostari. These brave divers perform jumps from Old 

Bridge. For centuries it was a feat of strength for young men. They climb on top of bridge 

fence and dive into the icy cold Neretva from 24m height! Nowadays there are still some 

of the Mostari, and you may be lucky to see one of them performing a dive.  

It is time to talk about Mostar cuisine. Rooted in its Ottoman heritage and mixed with 

Mediterranean influences usual as with continental influences Mostar cuisine is a unique 

blend of rich Islamic heritage with Balkan tiwst on top of it. You will be able to try 

mixed platters of meat, cooked meals, famous cheeses and much more, and don’t worry it 

is all prepared in accordance to Islam tradition as it has been in Mostar for five centuries! 

Mostar tour ends with check in to your hotel and well deserved rest after a day full of 

amazing experiences. 

 

 

Day 3. 

 

 

Day three starts with departure from the hotel and a visit to one of nicest Islamic holy 

places is a Blagaj Tekija monastery on Neretva river. It is seated on the bank of the river, 

towering over cold green waters of Neretva it stirs emotions of all visitors. Everything in 

Mostar makes you part of history, it is a city that pulls in its visitors with a warm and 

welcoming atmosphere and lets them go back in time.  

 

     



Next stop famous Kravica waterfall. It is the biggest waterfall in this area and it is 28m 

tall and 120m wide. It is located on the Trebizat river. As the river flows through a field 

of limestone, it has carved land around it for thousands of years so we can enjoy this 

small wonder of nature. It is said that waterfalls belonged to highly esteemed Zaim-beg 

Selimić. In his time next to waterfalls there were placed grain mills and cotton grinding 

posts. Nowadays, its a sight of pure nature beauty with an amazing color palette that only 

nature can arrange. 

 

   

 
 

 

From all the beauty that Bosnia and Herzegovina have to offer one of the most 

impressive sights has to be national park Sutjeska. It is located in Herzegovina, in an area 

of untouched beauty that opens its arms towards Mediteran and combines continental 

Balkan nature with warm climate of the south. Right next to the park on the banks of Tara 

river we will check in at our accommodation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 4: 

 

 
 

This day starts right next to the most impressive sight of national park Sutjeska forest 

Perućica. It is one of three such locations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and it is one of last 

resort for an authentic wildlife in the Balkan area. In 1950’is this part of the national park 

Sutjeska is put under strict guard of state authorities because of its biodiversity. The first 

thing that pops in mind when thinking of this vast forest are old trees from pine family 

that reach over 50m in height and are considered to be over 150 years old. Everything in 

this forest is left to nature to regulate. The endless circle of life and death dances its dance 

for thousands of years and it was never interrupted by humans. It is said that this forest 

exists in its form since ice age when it was a refuge center for a lot of species that were 

running away from the cold of the northern Europe. There are over 150 species of plants 

that are indigenous to the forest and still live there. Some scientists date this forest to be 

over 20.000 years old, they also say that its area didn't change a lot in this period. Forest 

is populated with wild boars, bears, deer, wolves, and many other rare species of animals.  

In accordance with history of Balkans, Sutjeska has also its part in strugles of its people 

to stay free from opressors. During the WW2 parts of national park Sutjeska were place 

of some of toughest fights betwin Yugoslavian partisans and nazi Germany. Battle of 

Sutjeska was represented in the film with the same name that made SFRY and its 

resistance to Nazi occupation worldwide renowned. It is a place of death of legendary 

partisan commander Savo Kovacevic. He was a highly ranked officer in the partisan army 

tasked with extraction of wounded soldiers surrounded by German armies. It is said that 

Germans pushed back many of their attempts to break out of the encirclement but in the 

last one Savo heroically stood in front of his soldiers to lead the final charge toward 

enemy lines and freedom. Salvo died from enemy fire but managed to inspire its soldiers 

to break enemy lines and save countless wounded soldiers.  In memory of this event and 



his heroic act, people of former Yugoslavia built the series of monuments in the Sutjeska 

national park to immortalize their sacrifices for the freedom.  

 

 
 

As if enjoying the amazing nature that surrounds us isn’t enough, we will spend our day 

with horses. Lots of endless, imposing tops and glacial lakes, covered with the greenery 

of woods and pastures, but at the same time peaceful and tamed, Zelengora is heaven for 

those who are in love with the wilderness and adventurous tourism. They say that one 

minute of horse riding has the same effect on a body as 90 steps. Take a break from 

reality and for a few hours and explore fairytale mountain oasis. Adventure on a saddle 

can enrich an already well organized vacation.  

 

 



Day 5: 

 

Its rafting day. We saved the best for the end. There is a common opinion that Tara river 

is the best place for rafting in Europe. Nowadays first thing that crosses you mind when 

rafting is mentioned are those big rubber boats, but in this form rafting exists only for the 

past twenty years. Few centuries ago, when the Austro Hungarian empire was still 

around, there were a lot woodcutters in this area. Since the terrain was very difficult to 

traverse they used to send the logs via river. They would just send them like branches 

downstream. At the places downstream where the river was deeper and slower people 

were waiting for the logs. These brave men were risking there lives every day, just by 

pulling the logs out of the river. These were the first people that did rafting, the first 

skippers. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Day 6: 

 

That’s all folks. This is our last day. After we checkout of our accommodation we will 

head back to Sarajevo. The journey ends at the airport were your guide will make sure 

you are set to get back to Dubai. 


